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1. Relate positively to parent performance
2. Positively affect chick phenotype and performance
3. Be a target for mate choice
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But what about the influences of genetic vs. raising environments
on TL ?
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• Egg size and mass
• Chick size and mass
• Chick telomere length
• Blood sample

• Hatching success
• Growth rates
• Survival rates
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No effect of telomere length on 
egg mass and hatching sucess



No effects of parental TL on structural growth rate





Effect dissapears at 105 days
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Foster effects early in 
life !
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R = 0.60 Chick TL repeatable



Males and females paired 
assortatively by telomere length

• Mate choice for partners of high quality ?
• Age-related ?
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Schull et al. 2018, Can. J Zool.



• Mate choice non-random: assortative pairing by TL

• Parental TL associated with some reproductive 
characteristics

• Parental foster effects more important than genetic
effects in determining chick phenotype



Merci pour
votre attention
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